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John 20:19-31

19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said to them,  "Peace be with you." 20When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you." 22And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
forgiveness from any, it is withheld."

24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the 
Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark of the 
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 
into his side, I will never believe."  

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do 
not disbelieve, but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
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God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.

He was born on Christmas Day, became a cartoonist at the age of 16, 
and, later, would use cartoons to tell about his discoveries.  And today, his 
discoveries can be seen in museums all over the world.  You could say that 
his life’s endeavor was to challenge people’s skepticism.  People said his 
discoveries were unbelievable.  Who was he? 

Yeah. Ripley. Robert L. Ripley, the person behind Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not. Several years ago, my sons and I toured one of Ripley’s museums. 
There we saw shrunken heads, and saw pictures and read stories of a calf 
with two heads, a woman with four legs, and a man with no legs at all who 
could stand on one hand. Unbelievable stories. But the stories we read 
always came with photos and Ripley’s scientific explanations.

We might wish we could have photos of Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead…and a scientific explanation for it.  Since we are called not only to 
believe Jesus rose but to always be ready to boldly tell why His 
resurrection gives us hope, we might even want what Thomas demanded. 
When the other disciples told Thomas they had seen Jesus alive, Thomas 
made an outrageous demand: Unless I see in His hands the mark of the 
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 
into His side, I will never believe. We might wish Jesus would appear to us 
so that we might see and touch His crucifixion scars. 

But you and I don’t know what Jesus looks like. If that Jewish carpenter 
from Nazareth came and sat down beside you on the pew some Sunday, 
how would you know that it’s Him? 

Now, consider the testimony Thomas had received and that we have 
received from people who did know what He looks like.  They saw Him 
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and touched Him, alive from death:  Mary Magdalene, the two Emmaus 
disciples, and the Ten (Judas committed suicide and Thomas was not 
present). They had not only seen Him and touched Him.  Mary 
Magdalene had recognized Him by His voice.  All of this is more reliable 
evidence for us to believe and boldly believe than receiving a personal 
appearance from Jesus.

Besides, one personal appearance from Jesus is no guarantee that we’ll 
be bold in our faith. Remember that the Ten had already seen Jesus alive 
once. With their doors locked for fear of the Sanhedrin, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, Shalom. Peace be with you. Then 
He showed them His hands and His side. Yet, after that, they continued 
to secure themselves behind locked doors. A week later His disciples 

were in the house again, and Thomas was with them this time. And the 
doors were locked… Jesus had appeared to them, and they were still 
locking the doors out of fear. Their boldness was certainly not growing 
rapidly. They were still afraid.   

We understand them, don’t we? Like them, we believe that Jesus died and 
came alive again. But we still have fears that lock us in and hold us captive. 

Do we always believe that Jesus grants us rich supply, that He guides us 
with His eye, that He will silence all our fears, that He will wipe away our 
tears? 

Or do we sometimes out of fear hold on to things or plans or dreams or 
people, instead of letting them go and entrusting them to Jesus? Do we 
sometimes out of fear allow ourselves to get boxed in, stuck? 

You may remember the story of the five-year-old boy who got his hand 
stuck in a flower vase. The vase was precious to his mother. It’d been her 
grandmother’s and had been given to her by her mother on her wedding 
day. They didn’t want to break it, but they just couldn’t get the boy’s hand 
out. So, they took him to their family doctor. He tried a couple things but 
without success. Then, the doctor took the boy’s free hand, opened his 
palm, and curled the thumb toward the little finger. He asked the boy if he 
could do that with the hand stuck inside the vase. The boy said, “I can’t do 
that. If I do, I’ll lose the quarter that I’m holding.” 
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Don’t we also hold on to things or people or plans or dreams or what 
we know, afraid to let go, our fears trapping us, holding us captive, 
keeping us from going forward, like Jesus’ disciples behind those locked 
doors?

So, Jesus showed Himself alive to them again. Again, He said to them, 
Shalom. Peace be with you. This is shalom that replaces our fears. This is 
shalom that takes our focus from what we fear and puts it back on 
Jesus. That says there is shalom between us and God. So that we can go 
forward and just live our lives. 

And then Jesus gives us this shalom, assures us of it by showing the very 
price by which He won it for us: His hands and His side, His crucifixion 
wounds, His sacrificial death that takes our guilt away.  And He did take 
our guilt away. 

It was no criminal who died on that cross or tragic martyr.  Jesus’ scar-
bearing resurrection body is His vindication - it says He is holy God who 
could carry our guilt and make atonement for us.  When Jesus appeared 
that second time, He wanted us to be certain that this living, breathing 
human being standing before them was the same one nailed and pierced 
on the cross. So, Jesus commanded Thomas to take his free hand, open his 
palm, and place it in Jesus’ side. Put your finger here, and see My hands; 
and put out your hand, and place it in My side. Do not disbelieve, but 
believe. 

We have always been taught that at this point Thomas’ conscience was so 
stricken for the outrageous demand he’d made that he did not put his 
finger in the nail marks or his hand to the spear scar.  But Jesus had 
commanded him to do it.  To do it for all of us. 

This Thomas who loved Jesus and had followed Him for three years. Who 
knew His face, His voice, His smell.  To do it for all of us.  To touch Jesus’ 
crucifixion wounds in Jesus’ resurrection body.  Not only for Thomas’ 
faith but for the faith of all who would come after.  I believe Thomas did 
touch Jesus’ crucifixion marks.  With an open hand. Jesus showing us 
there’s no need to hold on to things or people or even life. 
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When it’s time to let go, let go. You have Jesus. Go forward boldly in 
shalom. Live your life boldly in shalom, for Jesus, faithful to Jesus, 
because He has won that shalom for you by His death and 
resurrection. 

The shalom that replaces your fears, that displaces your fears. 

The shalom that is as solid and eternal as Jesus’ resurrection body.

Amen
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